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Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, in vend ve step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

SSo^^r der 4 i to Ka 2 (i) re£aRl * nQVClt y> inventive ** ° r ind ^a' applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement KH y ' 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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be the IPSA and the chosen IPEA hi f notito fflESt T« *S 8ppKcant ch0OSCS *" A «h° ri ty other than this one to 

Searching Authority wilUot bT^ consSS. lnteraat,<1,la, Bureau Rule 66.16/^) that written opinions of this International 
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Basis of (he opinion 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2004/00Q315 



3. 



^ SlXtw'T' """""^ °" *» bas,s »' • <™*l*io.. from fte origiml tap,™ ^ 

a. type of material 

j | a sequence listing 

i \ t^ble(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| ] in written format 

I | ^ computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 
Q contained in the international application as filed 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
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International application No. 
PCT/NZ2004/000315 



pplicant has: 



1- (X] In response to the invitation (Form PCT/1SA/206) to pay additional fees the a; 
fx] paid additional fees 
F~l P aid additional fees under protest 
I | not paid additional fees 

| | complied with 

\X\ not complied with for the following reasons: 



2 ^s^srx^^^^ 



voids comprises a third 



SSSI^fSSSSss? L^r^T r,f sr *—» * i 

^St^^^^ U 0 ^ f ^ »<! «- «~*"» «■ -re than . , in ,e 

warranted. " f0r "* fits * '"Venlton, end therefore additional search fees are 



fx] all parts 

□ 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43&&.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicabUity; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


8-16 


YES 




Claims 


1-7 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


8-16 


YES 




Claims 


1-7 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-16 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

NOVELTY: 

Claims 1-7: 

♦ US 2003/0196658 Al 

♦ WO 1998/004310 A 1 

♦ EP 1258266 Al 

♦ EP 0427474 A2 

♦ US 5441046 A 

♦ WO 2001/097893 Al 

The claimed invention lacks novelty in view of a large number of documents. The art is replete with suggestions 
and disclosures of a cushion for a patient interface adapted to supply gas to a patient as presently defined The 
above documents are provided as examples chosen from many in a well traversed art. 

For example EP 0427474 A2 discloses a cushion for a patient interface adapted to supply gas to a patient 
comprising a cushion body and an outer cover, wherein said body and cover are of the same elemental material. 

Claims 8-10: 

None of the documents cited in the Search Report disclose a cushion for a patient interface adapted to supply gas 
to a patient comprising a cushion body having an outer cover, and an outer scaling sheath, wherein the cushion 
body is detachable from the outer sheath and the patient interface. 



Claims 11-16: 



None of the documents cited in the Search Report disclose a mask adapted to deliver gas to a patient comprising 
a cushion body wherein at least a portion thereof has a plurality of adjacent voids. 
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Supplemental Box 


In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient* 
Continuation of: Box No. V 





INVENTIVE STEP rtSl- 
Claims 1-7: 



Because the subject matter of all the claims is totally disclosed by the documents cited under "novelty" the subject 
matter is considered to be obvious in view of those documents. ' 



Claims 8-10: 



The subject matter of these claims is not rendered obvious in view of the teachings of any prior art documents taken in 
combination or in combination with common general knowledge. 



aaims 11-16- 



J^ ubj " ect ^ of toese claims is not rendered obvious in view of the teachings of any prior art documents taken in 
combination or m combination with common general knowledge. oocuments taieen in 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION- 

The claims define subject matter that would be suitable for industrial application. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 


1 . Certain published documents (Rules 43bis. 1 and 70. 1 0) 

Application No. Publication date Filing date Priority date (valid claim) 
Patent No. .. (dav/month/vear) fdav/month/year) fdav/month/vear) 

WO 2004/007010 Al (P,X) 22 January 2004 1 1 July 2003 12 July 2002 

With regard to the document(s) listed in Box VI under "certain documents cited", these are documents published prior 
to the international filing date but later than the priority date claimed but which would otherwise be considered to be of 
particular relevance. 

Under the PCT, novelty is considered only in respect of documents published before the priority date. The relevance of 
a document published after the priority date is dependent upon national law. Such documents are excluded from 
consideration in preliminary examination, under the PCT Guidelines but have been included here for information. 


2. Non- written disclosures (Rules 43 bis. 1 and 70.9) 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure Date of written disclosure 

(day/mondi/year) referring to non- written disclosure 
- — . fdav/monthfvear) 
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